THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
met her with a large armed force, seized her, carried her away,
and married her. She married him with Protestant rites, and
while it was claimed that she was a reluctant victim, it was
remarked also that she raised Bothwell to a dukedom within
a month of her abduction, and had married him three days
afterwards. On the other hand, he still kept her a prisoner.
Mary's Defeat and Flight to England. BothwelTs fellow-
conspirators and fellow-murderers now turned against him.
They appeared with an army outside Edinburgh on June 15,
1567, exactly a month after his marriage with Mary, and
Morton told the Queen that if she would follow them they
would restore her to full authority; they let Bothwell go off
unhurt. Mary allowed herself to be taken to Edinburgh, where
a raging mob howled for her blood. She was next imprisoned
by the rebels in Lochleven Castle, on an island which belonged
to Morton's half-brother; her gaoler was her father's old
paramour, the mother of the illegitimate Moray, a leader of
the anti-Catholic movement, and one whom the rebels desired
to make Regent to confirm them in their spoils. Mary was
threatened with death unless she resigned her crown to the
baby James and appointed Moray as Regent—a post which he
took in the August of that year, 1567, Elizabeth all this while
had insisted upon Mary's liberation, and personally assured
her of protection and active help, but her envoy, Throck-
morton, knowing where the real power lay, preferred to obey
Cecil, who was plotting for Mary's destruction.
The Queen of Scots escaped in the spring of the next year,
1568; the Regent Moray brought a disciplined force against
her, dispersed her supporters in the scrimmage of Langside,
near Glasgow, and the Queen fled, in a famous ride for the
border covering sixty miles in a day. On Sunday, May 16,
she crossed the Solway in a fishing-boat, landing at Workington,
in Cumberland, and threw herself under the protection of
Elizabeth, who had so strongly promised her support.
But Elizabeth was not competent to act, and from that day
onward (May 16, 1568) Mary Queen of Scots was the prisoner
of Cecil—who would ia due time see to her being put to death.
So long as she lived his whole system lay in peril. She
represented the old Catholic cause which was most living
and vigorous in England; she was the legitimate Queen of
England whom a great number would acclaim should there be

